
Scripta Classica
Vol. 12



NR 3463



Scripta Classica
Vol. 12

Edited by
Anna Kucz and Patrycja Matusiak

Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śląskiego  •  Katowice 2015



Editor of the Series: Filologia Klasyczna
Tadeusz Aleksandrowicz

Referees
Marian Szarmach
Hubert Wolanin

Publication is available online at:

Central and Eastern European Online Library



Contents

Introduction (Anna Kucz, Patrycja Matusiak)
Patrycja Matusiak

Professor Jerzy Kolendo (1933–2014). In memoriam
Jan Kucharski 

Capital Punishment in Classical Athens
Dorota Gorzelany

Theos egenou ex antropou. Dionysian and Aphrodisian Aspects of the Under- 
world

Bogdan Burliga
What Was the Weight of Ancient Soul? Cicero and the Challenge of Lucretius’ 
De Rerum Natura

Damian Pierzak
Was Cicero’s Audience Aware of How Orpheus Died (Arch. 19)?

Marek Job
Osiris and Attis in Firmicus Maternus’s De errore profanarum religionum

Edyta Gryksa
Fatifer, mortifer, and letalis in the Roman Culture

Julia Krauze 
Tuffarsi nel fiume dell’oblio. La percezione metaforica della morte nell’antichità 
greco-romana

Anna Kucz
Verità, bellezza, bontà alla luce dell’ars bene vivendi et ars bene moriendi

Patrycja Matusiak
A Few Notes on Hannibal in Silius Italicus’s Punica

Tomasz Ładoń 
Death in the Villa Publica. The Massacre of Prisoners after the Battle of the Col-
line Gate

7

9

13

29

47

75

83

91

99

109

117

125



6 Contents

Julia Doroszewska
When the Dead Love the Living: A Case Study in Phlegon of Tralles’s Mirabilia

Monika Czarnuch
The Good News about Death: Predictions of Jesus’ Death in the First Commen-
taries on the Gospel of Mark

Joanna Aleksandrowicz
Retornos fílmicos de Orfeo y Eurídice

137

151

167



Introduction

The present volume contains fourteen articles wherein classical culture and 
language researchers study the thought on the phenomenon of death in 

ancient times and its development in literature and Mediterranean culture. 
The authors refer to different religions, myths, rituals, or symbols established in 

a literary and philosophical tradition of diverse cultural and ethnic sources (Egyp-
tian, Greek, Roman, and Jewish-Christian) and show the importance of the theme 
of fear of death and corpse decay in ancient Mediterranean culture.

In the opening article, the author recollects the figure of Professor Jerzy Ko-
lendo, provoking thought on the human condition wherein our powerlessness in 
the face of death plays the crucial role.

We thank the authors who were willing to consider the ancient authors’ thought 
on death and our readers who will find it worthy of searching their inspiration. 

Anna Kucz and Patrycja Matusiak
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